
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
S STOCK ODDITIES 

 
Westbound District Line trains occasionally take the 
wrong signal offered west of Acton Town and have 
to continue to South Ealing, where one such train is 
seen in the westbound local platform on 7 April 
2018.  From here, passengers are detrained and 
the train sent to Northfields to reverse in Depot. 

Photo:  Peter Seddon 

 
Contrasts in S8 trains at Watford on 9 September 
2018.  On the left is one of the early deliveries with 
the red ófeetô at solebar level but unmodified for ATC, 
and on the right, a de-icing train, which has been 
modified for ATC, as confirmed by the antennae 
either side of the destination display. 

Photo:  Fred Ivey 

 

Left:  Seen at Uxbridge 
on 27 August 2018 in the 
middle road, a modified 
(for ATP) S8, strangely 
showing ñCroxley Semi 
Fastò.  Whilst this is out of 
place on the Uxbridge 
line, the destination itself 
is quite possible.  
However, in the current 
timetable, no trains are 
scheduled to terminate at 
Croxley and those that 
stable there either arrive 
empty or shunt to the 
sidings from the 
platforms. 

Photo:  Brian Ammann 

THE ENTRANCE TO FARRINGDON CITY SIDINGS 
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Above:  During non-traffic hours on 2/3 September 2018, a cross member was added to complete the 
new over track crossing at the entrance to the future Farringdon City Sidings. 

Photo:  Ritchie Gentles 

RUNNING LATE UNDERGROUND  

As briefly noted in the previous issue of Underground News, on Friday 31 August 2018 it was formally 
announced that Crossrail from the east through central London to Paddington would not be ready for 
opening in December 2018, instead being deferred ñuntil the autumn of 2019ò.  This rather vague 
statement covers quite a wide spectrum and no exact date has subsequently been forthcoming.  What 
is undoubtedly a magnificent British infrastructure project, it is not just over budget but it is also late as 
well.  Although not stated, we are left wondering whether the full Crossrail service will now be realised 
in December 2019, as originally announced, or whether it will spill over into 2020 before completion. 

In a press notice issued on the same day, it says, ñ..The revised schedule is needed to complete the 
final infrastructure and extensive testing required to ensure the Elizabeth Line opens as a safe and 
reliable railway é Crossrail Limited has been working hard to maintain the programme and sufficient 
testing time is required to introduce the next phase of the railway ï the central section between 
Paddington and Abbey Wood ï in a way that can be guaranteed to be safe and reliable ... The original 
programme for testing has been compressed by more time being needed by contractors to complete fit-
out activity in the central tunnels and the development of railway systems software.  Testing has started 
but further time is required to complete the full range of integrated tests é The focus remains on opening 
the full Elizabeth Line, from Reading and Heathrow in the west to Shenfield and Abbey Wood in the east, 
as soon after the central tunnels open as possibleò. 
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Spiralling costs and tedious hold-ups is not new ï it happened a few years back at Heathrowôs Terminal 
Five and more recently with the launch of the new Thameslink trains.  Going back even further, one only 
has to recall that the Fleet Line (renamed Jubilee Line after the Queenôs Silver Jubilee in 1977) didnôt 
open until 1 May 1979.   

In the case of Crossrail, costs have been rising, even though the public were kept being assured that 
everything was on track (ñon time and on budgetò was the catch phrase).  The Government has already 
had to come up with £600million extra and Transport for London another £150million to support the 
project.  The upshot will undoubtedly be higher fares for passengers and no central section service until 
autumn next year at the earliest. 

Crossrail has admitted it ran out of time to adequately test the new trains across central London.  
Contractors have missed deadlines to fit out the tracks and other infrastructure in the central tunnels, 
and more time is needed to develop the railway systems software.  To run the new class 345 trains to 
Heathrow should have happened in May, but for that we are still waiting. 

Unofficially, insiders have spoken of major issues reconciling the three different signalling systems.  
Moreover, in one particular incident, an electrical explosion in east London in November 2017, took 
months to resolve and postponed testing. 

In short, it seems a shambles.  A week or two back, TfL were saying it was on schedule: now itôs put 
back by 10%!  One of the most appalling reasons given why the delay was excusable was, ñwe have to 
make the line safeò.  Does that mean that, a few weeks ago, it was on time but un-safe and will now take 
a year to make it safe! 

Another issue with the late opening of Crossrail is that TfL will be losing several (many?) months revenue 
from it, making the TfLôs financial situation even more dire than it already is.  Also adding to the financial 
woes is that the Mayor remains committed to the fares freeze during his tenure. 

Turning now to another late project ï the SSR resignalling.  With two contractors already ditched 
(Invensys [Westinghouse] and Bombardier), the third (Thales), hasnôt yet delivered the first half of stage 
one ï known as 0.5 (between Hammersmith and Latimer Road).  Originally set for 24 June 2018, it was 
then deferred until 23 September, and now, as we go to press, 17/18 November ï we will see é  

But this is not the full story ï Thalysô first stage should have gone óliveô back in March 2017.  However, 
we should not forget that with the first contractor, Westinghouse, the first stage was scheduled for 
December 2008, and the whole lot (of 40 stages) completed by Christmas 2014.  And then there was 
Bombardier in between (12 stages between December 2015 and the end of 2017).  Now, at the 
beginning of November 2018, there is still no new SSR signalling system, not even half of the first stage.  
And, considering Automatic Train Operation and the benefits it brings, is ATO really needed out to the 
leafy townships of Amersham, Chesham and Watford é? 

Opposite:  Legacy signalling remains at Hammersmith, in 1951 (Left) when there was a goods yard, 
and at the end of its life (Right) ï whenever that might be. 
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THE VICTORIA LINE AT 50 
Saturday 1 September 2018 marked 50 years since the opening of stage I of the Victoria Line between 
Walthamstow Central and Highbury & Islington ï 50 years ago it was on Sunday 1 September 1968.  
The second stage followed on 1 December 1968 to Warren Street and on to Victoria on 7 March 1969, 
which was the date of the royal opening.   

 
 

 

Top:  A publicity image of how the Victoria Line train might 
have looked, released before opening.  In reality it was a fairly 
accurate interpretation of what was actually to come. 

Photo:  LURS Collection 

Above and Right:  Birthday cake and poster at Blackhorse 
Road, on Saturday 1 September 2018, when the staff hosted 
the lineôs 50th anniversary of opening. 

Both photos:  John Parkin 
 

MORE ON TRAIN INDICATORS 

It was noted on 3 September that both Chalfont and Chorleywood had been equipped with dot matrix 
train describers.  Those at Chorleywood were completely blank ï presumably not commissioned, 
whereas those at Chalfont were functioning.  The new displays at Amersham have been variable, with 
that for platform 2 generally displaying the times for arriving (and terminating) trains, but that for 
southbound trains on platform 3 with a fixed message about southbound trains.  However, on 3 
September this was noted as showing train descriptions, such as ñBaker Street (all)ò.  Two new platform 
dot matrix indicators were in use at Temple from 1 September 2018.  Fulham Broadwayôs indicators 
were changed overnight and working on the same date.  At Upton Park new DMIs noted installed on 15 
September 2018 were working on 27 September. 2018.  The next stations to benefit from new platform 
displays were to be Upminster (in place 1 September), Earlôs Court, Mansion House, Stepney Green 
(with others to follow).   
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Above:  ñLight boxò no 
more ï Upton Park 
eastbound platform 
looking west just before 
it was replaced by dot 
matrix indicators. 

Left:  The new 
indicators on platforms 
4 and 5 at Upminster, 
which are awaiting 
commissioning.   

Both photos:   
Colin Smith 

EUSTON SQUARE 

Overleaf:  (Top) The 
platform refurbishment 
at Euston Square 
appears to be almost 
complete, as seen on 
28 September 2018.  It 
appears that the 
previous roundels and 
friezes are retained. 

Photo:  Brian Hardy 


